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1. Objectives 
The main objective of the information days in the target regions is to put together 
landowners, farmers, local actors and biomass supply chain stakeholders with the 
aim of encouraging them to initiate the setting up of sustainable local bioenergy 
supply chains on underutilised land. This shall be done by presenting the project 
results mainly the agronomic and techno-economic feasibility of the case study done 
in the region pointing out that such projects are economically feasible and by 
presenting the results of the sustainability assessment which shows that the process 
is sustainable. 

The second info days which are organised in other regions act as a replication tool 
aiming at informing other stakeholders about the opportunity of building sustainable 
bioenergy supply chains on underutilised land thus increasing the project impacts. 
The same concept is applied for these events.  
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2. Info days in Italy  

2.1. Info day in the target region  

2.1.1. Introduction  

The first info -day in Italy , organized in the Italian language, was a two-day 

information event organised by CREA for the local stakeholders, implemented on 13th 

and 14th October 2016 in Carbonia, Sardinia (Province of Cagliari). The event took 

place on the Congress Hall at Hotel Luô, alongside the internal project meeting (12th 

October). The title of the event was ñProgetto FORBIO: Promuovere la produzione 

sostenibile di materie prime per biocarburanti avanzati in terr eni sotto utilizzati in 

Europaò. The event was translated into English on the first day, while in the second 

day the translation was available during the field trip in the afternoon.  

The main aims of the information  day were to provide detailed information of the 

project results such as agronomic feasibility, sustainability issues, and advantages for 

farmers, landowners, local actors and stakeholders for producing biomass feedstock 

on contaminated and marginal lands. Remarkably, the presentation of the 

experiences and results from the contaminated land ñTerra dei Fuochiò (Prof. 

Fagnano) serves as a basis for sharing experiences and feasible solutions with a 

similar study area in Italy , to encourage farmers and investors toward sustainable 

local supply chains. Moreover, the field trip allowed observing in detail the study area , 

some contaminated sites and the industrial district of Portovesme, as well as the 

experimental plots with Arundo donax.  

The presentations were given by five speakers from CREA, FAO, WIP, University of 

Naples, on 13th, and six speakers from Sardegna Ricerche, CNR, University of Sassari 

and Agris on 14th. The information day was attended by 75 participants, 

representative of farmers, agronomists and agriculture professional organization, 

researchers, oil and gas company (SHELL), representatives of local municipalities, 

regional agencies, and local investors. 
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2.1.2. Invitation  
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2.1.3. Agenda 

Info day in Carbonia, 13 October 2016 

Time Title of presentation Speaker 

9:00 - 9:30 Registration 

9:30 ς 11:00 Open meeting - Keynote addresses ς High level European and National  
Authorities  
Representative of the Ministry of Environment 
Representative of the Ministry of Agriculture 
Regional authorities 

 FAO/GBEP presentation on 
bioenergies 

Michela Morese - FAO 

 Opening presentation by the 
FORBIO coordinator 

Rainer Jansen - WIP 

11:00 ς 11:30 Coffee break 

11:30 ς 13:00 Presentation of the Italian case 
study 

Guido Bonati, Giuseppe Pulighe - 
CREA 

 Contaminated / marginal areas: the 
Italian experience with Terra dei 
Fuochi 

Massimo Fagnano - University of 
Napoli 

 Agroenergy crops and the Common 
Agricultural Policy 

Valentina Carta, Roberta Ciaravino, 
CREA 
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13:30 ς 15:00 Lunch 

15:00 ς 18:00 Panel discussion  with local stakeholders on barriers and needs to the  
development of sustainable bioenergy value chains 

Panelists: Min Agricoltura, Min Ambiente, Assessorato Agricoltura 
(Sardegna/municipalities), Assessorato Ambiente 
(Sardegna/municipalities), ARPAS, Argea, UNISS, Consorzio Bonifica, 
Legambienta, WWF, Coldiretti, CIA, ICCT   

 ¶ Environmental barriers and needs 

¶ Social barriers and needs 

¶ Economic and technical barriers and needs 

Info day in Carbonia, 14 October 2016 

Time Title of presentation Speaker 

9:00 - 9:30 Registration 

9:30 ς 10:00 Analisi di contesto e potenziale 
energetico delle colture da 
biomassa 

Asquer C. - Sardegna Ricerche 

10:00 ς 10:30 Specie da bioenergie per ambienti 
mediterranei 

Sulas L. - CNR 

10:30: - 11:00 Coltivazione di colza e carinata in 
Sardegna: problematiche e 
prospettive 

Ledda L. - University of Sassari 

11:00 ς 11:30 Coffe break 

11:30 ς 12:00 Sistemi colturali per la produzione 
di biomassa: sperimentazioni in 
corso nel Sulcis con Arundo donax 

Arca P. - University of Sassari 

12:00 ς 12:30 Colture erbacee per le bioenergie. 
Esperienze nel Sud Sardegna 

Virdis A. - Agris 

12:30 ς 13:00 Potenzialità delle brassicaceae per 
la produzione di oli vegetali nel Sud 
Sardegna 

Carboni G. - Agris 

13:30 ς 15:00 Lunch 

15:00 ς 18:00 Field trip 
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2.1.4. Summary of presentations 

The Info Day was opened by Rainer  Jansen  from WIP who presented the FORBIO 
project on Horizon 2020 programme ñFostering sustainable feedstock production for 
advanced biofuels on underutilized land in Europeò, its goals and activities in the 
countries of the project consortium.  

Michela Morese from FAO made presentation regarding the activities of GBEP 
secretariat and the work on sustainability indicators for bioenergy production and 
market for sustainable development. 

Guido Bonati  from CREA presented a description of the study area in Sardinia and 
the rationale for contaminated and marginal lands, the first results regarding the 
agronomic feasibility study, the GIS-based approach for identification of the 
underutilized lands and identified suitable energy crops for cultivation  for producing 
advanced biofuels. 

Massimo Fagnano from the University of Naples told about the experience of the 
cultivation of bioenergy crops on contaminated and marginal land with Terra dei 
Fuochi in Campania region. This study region is particularly interesting because it has 
some common characteristics with the It alian case study in Sardinia. 

Valentina Carta and Roberta Ciaravino from CREA reported on the main 
possibilities and financial instruments regarding agroenergy crops and the Common 
Agricultural Policy, in particular Italian policy regulations and Rural Development 
Programme in Sardinia. 

The presentations of the 14th were held by local researchers and were related to 
technical and agronomic studies that are all included in the agronomic feasibility study 
(Deliverable D2.1). The purpose of these reports is to provide farmers and 
participants with complete background information on the potentials of a portfolio of 
bioenergy crops suitable for the Mediterranean environment. 

The presentation of Carla  Asquer  from Sardegna Ricerche reported on ôôContext 
analysis and energy potential of biomass cropsôô; Leonardo  Sulas  from CNR reported 
on ôôBioenergy species for Mediterranean Environmentôô; Luigi  Ledda  from University 
of Sassari provides and overview on ôôCultivation of rapeseed and carinata in Sardinia: 
problems and prospectsôô; Pasquale Arca from University of Sassary told about ôô 
Cultivation systems for biomass production: ongoing experiments in Sulcis with 
Arundo donaxôô; Adriana  Virdis  from Agris reported on ôô Herbaceous crops for 
bioenergy. Experiences in South Sardiniaôô; Gianluca  Carboni  from Agris told 
about ôôPotential of brassicaceae for the production of vegetable oils in South Sardiniaò. 
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2.1.5. Conclusions 

At the end of the presentations of 13th in the morning, a discussion was held in the 
afternoon, where the audience asked the speakers about the environmental, social 
and economic barriers and needs, as well as practical issues for bioenergy crops 
cultivation in Sardinia. A number of issues were identified, in par ticular by 
representatives of the Land Reclamation and Irrigation Consortia who reported that 
the area near Carbonia is not equipped for irrigation, while in the municipalities of 
Tratalias, Masainas and San Giovanni Suergiu the area is equipped but drought and 
water shortages in some years is a limiting factor. In general, they said that if the 
cultivation of bioenergy crops is well remunerated, farmers can participate and are 
interested in the value chain. On the other hand, other participants affirmed th at the 
cultivation of energy crops is risky and unprofitable (return of investment) compared 
to horticulture. The discussion revealed also some concerns related to the invasivity 
of some bioenergy species (i.e. Arundo donax), issues related to the transport at the 
industrial plant, and concerns related to the integration (monetary incentives, 
financial schemes) in Rural Development Programme in Sardinia. 
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2.2. Info day in another Region 

2.2.1. Introduction  

The second information day of FORBIO project in Italy, conducted in Italian language, 

was held on June 20, 2018 in Rome in order to ensure a replication and dissemination 

of the project concept and results in other regions. The event was organized at CREA 

ï Research Centre for Engineering and Agro-food Processing, Via Carlo Giuseppe 

Bertero, 22. Venue of the event was the Conference of the Italian Society of 

Agrometeorology http://www.agrometeorologia.it/joomla/it/news/276 -first-call-

2018.html). During the poster session of the Conference, the poster prepared in 

collaboration with FAO and University of Florence was exposed in the foyer and 

published on the website of the FORBIO project. The title of the information day was: 

ñPromuovere la produzione sostenibile di materie prime per biocarburanti avanzati in 

terreni sotto utilizzati in Europaò. The main aims of the information day were to 

provide the target audience detailed information o n the project, main results such as 

agronomic and economic feasibility, sustainability issues, and more in general the 

opportunities and potentials for farmers, investors , and landowners for producing 

biomass feedstock for advanced biofuels on contaminated and marginal lands in Italy.  

The target audience included research institutes, governmental institutions, farmers, 

participants of the Congress referred above, agronomist, as well as business and 

bioenergy association. The presentations were held by six speakers from CREA, FAO, 

Chimica Verde, Italian Ministry of Agriculture, and the number of participants 

amounted 20 persons. 
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2.2.1. Invitation  

 

 

 
















































































